	
	[image: ]
	



Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, October 12, 2025
Acts 2:42-47

Connection Points
1. Osuch Baby Shower - Join us as we celebrate Eric and Raquel Osuch with a drop-in baby shower on Sunday, October 19, at 12:30 PM. Let’s encourage them with love and excitement as they prepare for their little goose's arrival. Please RSVP by Sunday, October 12.
2. Introduction to Worldview & Apologetics | New Discipleship Group starts October 15 - What do you believe? Why do you believe it? And how can you explain it to others? This six-week class will equip you to understand the foundations of the Christian worldview and learn how to defend the faith with gentleness and confidence.
Main Point
The church thrives when believers are devoted to God’s Word, worship, prayer, and life together in community.

Sermon Synopsis
Acts 2:42–47 portrays the early church as a community with an eager commitment to God and one another that produced a vibrant, generous, and worshipful life together.  When people are transformed by the gospel true Christian community is marked by devotion to God’s Word, mutual care, joyful worship, and a shared life of faith.


Lean In
1. What’s the most memorable community you’ve ever been part of (a team, club, school, organization, church, etc.)? What made it so meaningful?

2. Think of a time when someone’s generosity or hospitality surprised you. How did it impact you?

3. What’s one meal, gathering, or shared experience where you felt especially connected to others?
Leader note: Today as we explore the dynamics of the early church, we’ll see that the shared goals, friendships, mutual sacrifice, sharing, hospitality, and consistency of church community were key factors. Since the passage focuses so much on community, we provided more “Lean In” questions than usual.

Look Down
Read Acts 2:42-47
4. V. 42 describes the devotion of the people to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer.  Teaching, eating together, and praying are pretty straightforward. What does ‘the fellowship’ mean?  
Leader note: ‘The fellowship’ refers to the community of believers more than having a fellowship time or meal.  Certainly, eating and spending time together builds fellowship but it is more than those things.  Fellowship here refers to the bond between and identity of believers as part of the family of God.  
 	How can praying together deepen fellowship our bond and identity as part of the family of God? (Tozer says there is no closer fellowship than when Christians pray together and for each other.)

5. What’s going on in vv. 44-45?  Is this a Christian form of communism or Marxism?  If your answer is ‘no’, is your objection biblical or philosophical?  
Leader note: These verses do not mean that every Spirit-filled believer and community should follow their example literally.  Note the sharing of property and possessions was voluntary. According v. 46, they broke bread in their homes. So evidently many still had homes, not all had sold them. Note also that the tense of both verbs in v. 45 indicates that the selling and then giving are occasional, in response to particular needs, not once for all.  Further, the sin of Ananias and Sapphira (ch. 5) was not greed or materialism but deceit. Also, this situation is atypical in some ways.  For instance, the apostles did miracles (v. 43) and we do not presuppose performing miracles is necessary for a healthy Christian community today.  Having explained what we should not take away, spend time asking the opposite question: how should the generosity of the early church shape our behavior today?  

6. V. 46 says that they were daily in temple and in homes.  What does this suggest about formal and informal gatherings or larger and smaller gatherings?  What are the benefits of each?    



7. Do you imagine the praise of v. 47 describing worship (‘singing in church’) or something else?
Leader note: This could reference singing in the temple but immediately follows describing shared meals in homes. If praise is linked to activity outside of a church service, how do we best understand the description of praise and what it can mean for our lives today?  

Look In
8. From what aspect of Christian community do you think our church would benefit the most right now—teaching, belonging, encouragement, prayer, accountability? What about yourself—what do you think you could most benefit from?  

  
Look Out
9. What makes biblical fellowship different from how the world thinks of community?  What ties bind together secular people and what makes biblical community better?



10. What aspect of biblical fellowship would be the most compelling for people in your circles?  

Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. If you were going to go to a church, what characteristics would you insist upon?  Why?  
Leader note: Likely answers to this question are integrity and helping others. Ask, How familiar are you with what Jesus did to establish integrity or help others?  Do you know that humanity has a greater need than things we experience here while we live?  Jesus can solve our greatest need.  

1. “Many people today are searching for belonging. This passage shows that God provides community that goes deeper than common interests—He makes us family. Where do you look for belonging?”
Bridge: From longing for belonging → gospel offers adoption into God’s family.

1. “This joy and generosity flowed from what Jesus did for them at the cross. How do you think experiencing God’s love changes the way we treat others?”
Bridge: From generosity → God’s ultimate gift in Christ.




Leader’s Note on Values & Outcomes
Values naturally surfaced:
· We Start from Scripture (the apostle’s teaching).
· We Do Life Together (fellowship, meals, homes).
· Love Beyond Ourselves (generosity).
· Walk with Integrity (public and private consistency).
Outcomes highlighted:
· Rooted in Truth (teaching).
· Engaged in Relationships (fellowship).
· Joyful in Generosity (sharing).
· Peaceful in Spirit (joyful, sincere hearts).
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